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Just in the nick of time
Danielle Richards
Staff Writer
With classes underway 
and fall setting in, this year’s 
renovations to Dordt’s cam-
pus are nearing an end. 
Perhaps the most recog-
nizable change on campus is 
the 54-foot-tall clock tower 
located in front of the Cam-
pus Center. The clock’s cer-
emonial first chimes are ten-
tatively set for September 
21, after chapel’s dismissal. 
“It gives maturation and 
an audibly aesthetic quality 
to the campus,” said Bethany 
Schuttinga, Associate Pro-
vost for Co-curricular Pro-
grams. She also explained 
that the tower could serve 
as an honorable symbol for 
Dordt and encourage colle-
giate spirit. 
The clock’s Westmin-
ster chimes are planned to 
ring during daylight quar-
ter hours. Hymns and other 
liturgically selected songs 
will also be played through 
the digital bell system at 
noon on weekdays. 
Because the clock tower 
project was funded strictly 
by donations, Dordt was 
able to use its own funds in 
other renovations on cam-
pus. This included a relo-
cation of parking and reno-
vations to the East Campus 
Apartments. 
“One project led to anoth-
er,” Schuttinga said.  
In order to repair the wa-
ter drainage pipelines for the 
East Campus Apartments, 
parking between Southview 
and East Campus was relo-
cated to the north of Cov-
enant. Other water pooling 
issues in East Campus build-
ings C, D, E, and F were 
combated by replacing roofs 
and sealing off other poten-
tial leaks. 
Renovations to the interi-
or of the East Campus Apart-
ments were made as well. In 
addition to removing a wall 
separating the living space 
from a third bedroom, high-
top counters and bar stools 
were added to the kitchen 
areas. Students in East Cam-
pus were also a given a piece 
of the sectional couch origi-
nally placed in the Kuyper 
apartments. 
“Future additions to the 
East Campus Apartments 
are still in conceptual stag-
es. College planners are 
discussing the possibility 
of creating an indoor lobby 
area between the four south 
East Campus buildings,” 
Schuttinga said. 
In addition to creating a 
greater atmosphere of com-
munity between the students 
living in the East Campus 
Apartments, an enclosed 
walkway between the build-
ings could possibly allow a 
full-building air system. 




Since President Zylstra 
announced last spring that 
he will be stepping down 
from his position, Dordt 
College has begun the pro-
cess of searching for its next 
president. 
“He feels like his time 
here is coming to a close as 
far as meeting his goals as 
President,” said Associate 
Professor of English Leah 
Zuidema. “The search pro-
cess usually takes eight to 
ten months for a college. 
We had our first committee 
meeting in June and are hop-
ing to be able to recommend 
a candidate to the board in 
April.”
The faculty committee 
consists of Dr. Karen De-
Mol, Professor of Music, Dr. 
Leah Zuidema, Asst. Profes-
sor of English, and Dr. Tim 
Van Soelen, Asst. Professor 
of Education. 
At present, the search 
committee is creating a job 
description for the position 
by getting feedback from 
different groups at Dordt 
College and surrounding 
churches. They have created 
two main methods of feed-
back: surveys and “listen-
ing posts” or “listening ses-
sions.” Mark Van Weelden is 
working with Student Sym-
posium to set up listening 
posts for students.
Already in August, the 
Dordt faculty had a listen-
ing session and were given 
an opportunity to talk about 
what they thought was im-
portant for what Dordt 
should look for in a prospec-
tive candidate. The next step 
will be to finalize the ex-
tended job description and 
make it public on October 2. 
From there it’s a gradual and 
deliberate process of nar-
rowing, narrowing, narrow-
ing. Applicants will have to 
answer four questions and 
respond to each with a one-
to-three page essay. And 
that’s just the early stage of 
the process.
“We don’t have a candi-
date list yet and the commit-
tee hasn’t made an assump-
tion on whether we will have 
an inside or outside hire. 
They are open to both,” said 
Zuidema. “It’s pretty excit-
ing. We don’t have a list of 
applicants yet because we 
feel it’s important to be care-
ful on the front end. We need 
to be clear on asking for 
God’s guidance and where 
we need to go.”
Defender football starts off season with a bang
Jordan Harmelink
Staff Writer
Excitement is brewing 
over the upcoming football 
season for the Dordt De-
fenders, especially since 
winning their first game on 
September 3.  
“There is no doubt that we 
have more talented players 
and we are better than what 
we have been,” said Dordt 
College coach John Heavner. 
“We are consistently seeing 
improvements.”
After going 0-10 last year, 
the Defenders are eager to 
get back on the field and 
show the other teams in the 
GPAC what they are made 
of. Heavner realizes that 
every week will post a chal-
lenge, but is confident that 
the experienced guys that 
have been in this program 
for four years will step up. 
“We’re at a point where 
we have guys who are con-
fident in their own abilities. 
They don’t have to worry 
about themselves as much, 
so they can help the other 
guys around them grow and 
mature,” Heavner said. 
The defense will be the 
strong unit for the Defend-
ers this year led by seniors 
Will McClain, Matt Post-
mus, James Rowenhorst, 
Brice Kroeze and Todd 
Green. Green earned sec-
ond team all-GPAC honors 
last year posting 33 solo and 
24 assisted stops. He made 
the switch to linebacker af-
ter having his hands in the 
ground at the defensive end 
position last season. Post-
mus led the team in tack-
les last season tallying 33 
solo and 34 assisted stops. 
The Defenders’ leading ball 
hawk, junior Jon Luetchens, 
returns as well. 
The offense looks to im-
prove on last year’s numbers. 
It starts on the ground with 
juniors Josh Van Kempen 
and Aaron Floen who ran for 
a combined 476 yards last 
year. Senior Sam De Mez re-
turns as the Defender’s lead-
ing receiver from last sea-
son, hauling in 26 balls for 
456 yards. Juniors Kameron 
Gradert and David Griess 
figure to contribute from the 
receiver position as well. 
The Defenders started off 
the year on the right foot 
with a 16-0 win over Wal-
dorf. Both of Dordt’s touch-
downs came in the second 
quarter, courtesy of a one-
yard run by Van Kempen and 
a four-yard scamper from 
Aaron Floen, after a 76-yard 
interception return from 
Luetchens set up the score. 
Postmus tallied eight total 
tackles, and Seth Vander 
Voort put up six. Jonathan 
Gardner had two sacks and a 
forced fumble. 
The Defenders will travel 
to Hastings this Saturday 
(September 10) to take on 
the Broncos at 1 pm. 
“Here at Dordt College 
the goal never changes,” 
Heavner said. “We are going 
to play our best and glorify 
Christ along the way.” 
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Student population in women’s favor
Kristin Janssen
Staff Writer
Smell that Dordt ladies? 
It’s the oh-so-fresh and sweet 
aroma of…dirt? And…
sweat?  Whether it’s coming 
from the football field or the 
school farm, this…odor…
means something special for 
the Dordt women, and for the 
college as a whole.  It means 
that Dordt, unlike many liberal 
arts universities, is currently 
attracting more male than fe-
male students.
“Typically schools like 
us will have a few more fe-
male students than male 
students.  But, some of our 
largest programs are in agri-
culture and engineering, and 
those generally attract more 
male students,” said Jim Bos, 
of Dordt’s Registrar office. 
“Also, since Dordt started the 
football program, our number 
of male students has been in-
creasing.”
Currently, there are 745 
boys and 666 girls enrolled at 
Dordt.  Out of the total enroll-
ment, that is 52.8% male and 
47.2% female, for all of the 
math whizzes out there.
This increase in male en-
rollment has contributed to 
something that all Dordt De-
fenders can be proud of.  The 
total enrollment for Dordt is 
currently at 1,411 students, 
not far from the 1999 high of 
1,430 students.
“Basically, from that peak 
in 1999, enrollment dropped 
until 2006, and then has 
climbed steadily since then. 
Last year, we were at 1,368,” 
Mr. Bos said.
It isn’t simply the male spe-
cies contributing to this rising 
number, either. One hundred 
and thirty-seven students from 
foreign countries such as Can-
ada, South Korea, and Mexico, 
currently attend Dordt. 
Nigeria native, Deborah 
Tyokighir, is a foreign ex-
change student who is also one 
of 368 freshmen new to the 
Dordt campus. Not only must 
she adjust to a new country, 
but also to a different system 
of higher education.
“In Nigeria, you go directly 
into your specialty.  There are 
no prerequisites. If you want 
to go into the medical field, 
you go right into a profession-
al medical program without all 
of the unnecessary classes,” 
she said.
Another foreign concept is 
the idea of marriage among 
the college students. Many 
students arrive at Dordt with 
no knowledge of the school’s 
romantic reputation, only to be 
bombarded with “Dordt-isms” 
such as the “Dordt walk,” 
“Don’t date before Tri-State,” 
and of course earning your 
“MRS degree.”
“I knew people married 
in college here, but it is very 
early compared to the Nigerian 
urban culture,” said Tyokighir. 
“I think some people do feel 
dating pressure, but I’m in no 
hurry, by any means. I still 
have my degree to think of.”
However, the hype around 
Dordt marriages may be ex-
aggerated. Only 45 Dordt stu-
dents sport the fabled wedding 
bands…just 3.2% of Dordt’s 
student population. Only nine 
of those couples have both 
members enrolled at Dordt.  
So what does all this mean 
for you, typical Dordt student? 
Whether you are male or fe-
male, from Iowa or California 
Hurricane Irene’s impact on Dordt students
many nearby homes had flood-
ing up to their doorsteps.  
“[The hurricane’s impact] is 
a big deal to our community,” 
said K. Brinkerhoff, “because 
nothing like that ever happens 
in New Jersey.”
Karisa Vander Groef, a high 
school classmate of J. Brinker-
hoff’s and junior Dordt student 
from nearby Sussex, New Jer-
sey, reported that many families 
in their area have been without 
power for 
five days. 





their normal sizes and ski 
slopes turned into downhill riv-
ers. 
Vander Groef echoed K. 
Brinkerhoff’s thoughts about 
the rarity of the situation, “Ev-
eryone’s a little shaken by [the 
flooding and wind damage], 
especially because they were 
able to feel the earthquake that 
happened just one week before 
Irene.  They’re not used to so 
many natural disasters!”
Another New Jerseyan, ju-
nior Michelle Palmer, said rain 
was heavy near her hometown 
of Wayne, New Jersey.  Palmer 
said the reality is that “There 
are still a number of roads that 
are closed, but besides repairs 
and cleaning up a lot of mess, 
life has to go on.”
New Jersey residents were 
not the only students affected 
by Hurricane Irene.  Thaddeus 
Van Essendelft, a freshman 
from Pantego, North Carolina, 
said the flooding in his com-
munity is immense. Van Es-
sendelft’s home was on ground 






t u n a t e . 
T r e e s 
came down everywhere and 
power was out for over three 
days.
Delaware was yet another 
state affected by the wrath of 
Hurricane Irene.  Junior Nathan 
Rider from Bridgeville, Dela-
ware, shared stories of similar 
damage.  Heavy rain and strong 
winds caused flooding and tree 
removal in the coastal areas 
near his home. 
Current events and world 
crises may seem distant and 
irrelevant to many Midwest-
ern students, but Dordt’s com-
munity is clearly impacted by 
events happening across the 
world.
In a community as close-knit 
as Dordt College, diversity ex-
ists and students come from all 
over the United States, North 
America, and the world.  Be-
cause of Dordt’s diverse student 
body, national and international 
events often have a direct effect 
on the community.  
The recent disasters caused 
by Hurricane Irene are a prime 
example of this close-to-home 
impact that exists at Dordt. 
Several students from the East 
Coast of the United States—
the area most directly affected 
by Irene’s damaging storms—
study at Dordt College.  Many 
of their homes and communi-
ties were recently impacted by 
the hurricane.
Irene was the first hurricane 
to occur in 2011, hitting the 
Caribbean, United States East 
Coast, and parts of Eastern 
Canada.  Its strong winds and 
heavy rains destroyed millions 
of homes and took the lives of 
many Americans.  
Josh and Kim Brinkerhoff, 
upperclassmen Dordt students 
and siblings from Branchville, 
New Jersey, were a few of the 
students whose home commu-
nities were directly impacted 
by the storms.  
J. Brinkerhoff said that 
Branchville received over six 
inches of rain in one night; 
while K. Brinkerhoff said that 
“Everyone’s a little shaken... 
  They’re not used 
to so many natural disasters!”
Kristina Heflin
Staff Writer
or Nigeria, married, single, or 
dating, all of us can enjoy the 
privilege of living in such a 
rich and diversified commu-
nity, where you know that you 
have at least one trait in com-
mon with everyone on cam-
pus…a love of God and desire 
to bring glory to Him alone.
Photo by Jordan EdensThis year’s freshman class picture taken during WOW 
week.
There are more male than female students on campus, meaning women have their pick
Van Essendelft’s friend from back home in North Carolina took this picture of a loca-
tion near his home.
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The magazine Washington 
Monthly has named Dordt 
number twenty-two in its list 
of the top 309 (that’s right 3-0-
9) baccalaureate colleges. 
According to the maga-
zine’s website, they use three 
broad categories to rate each 
institution. Social mobility (re-
cruiting and graduating low-
income students), research 
(producing cutting edge schol-
arship and PhDs), and service 
(encouraging students to give 
something back to their com-
munity). 
According to Pastor Aaron 
Symposium Update
Park it... where? Bryan VisserStaff Writer
When the parking lot out-
side Southview and East Cam-
pus Apartments had to be torn 
up for improving drainage 
systems, Dordt’s Administra-
tive Cabinet decided to alter 
the parking layout.
Associate Provost for Co-
Curricular Programs, Bethany 
Schuttinga, explained that the 
transformation of the South-
view parking lot to more green 
space had been part of the col-
lege’s infrastructure plan for 
years. 
“The green space had to be 
torn up for the drainage to be 
done so at that point we made 
the decision to complete the 
greenway space, which was 
part of the master plan of the 
campus,” Schuttinga said.
The project resulted in a net 
loss of slightly more than 50 
parking spots. However Schut-
tinga explained that there are 
still enough parking spaces on 
the far east side of campus for 
students.
“I heard that we would lose 
some parking,” said student 
Steve Spurgeon.
Spurgeon worked on cam-
pus during construction. He 
parks on the east side of cam-
pus and is living in East Hall. 
“I’m sure there’s still 
enough there, and it’s not like 
Siberia is much farther away 
than Lot 15,” Spurgeon said.
Not all students want to 
make peace with the change, 
however.
“I do like the green space, 
but I feel like it wasn’t nec-
essary to have it with how 
much green space we already 
had between the Rec Center, 
Kuyper and Bee,” said Resi-
dent Assistant David Mahlim. 
“ I would’ve been fine leaving 
it as it was.”
“Most students I have 
talked to are unhappy about 
the changes because they are 
much less convenient for us,” 
Sarah Spencer said.
When asked about these 
concerns, Schuttinga replied 
that Dordt’s parking is more 
convenient than that on other 
campuses.
“Many campuses don’t 
have parking within miles of 
the campus, and so they’re 
required to walk a long way,” 
Schuttinga said. 
“I think that the parking 
is still available within good 
proximity to the campus, even 
though there is a short distance 
to walk and it’s not as conve-
nient as parking right in from 
of your building,” Schuttinga 
said.
Baart, the service aspect of 
Dordt College is something he 
considers to be a cornerstone 
of the institution. 
“Students find ways to 
make service a pattern for 
their entire lives,” said Baart. 
“In fact, some students change 
their entire career trajectories 
when they realize, ’I can use 
this gift that I have . . . and be 
a culture maker, a difference 
maker somewhere.’”  
 Any way you look at 
it, Dordt College is being na-
tionally recognized for its aca-
demic excellence and respect 
towards its community. How-
ever, the largest compliment 
may come from the magazine’s 
website, which states that the 
rankings show “a measure of 
not just what colleges can do 
for you, but what colleges are 
doing for the country.” 
To see Dordt named in the 
top 25 out of 309 colleges that 
are impacting the United States 
is both humbling and incred-
ibly exciting. If there was any 
time for a young generation to 
make an impact on our great 
country, it is now, and Dordt is 
providing an atmosphere to do 
just that. 
Hello students and welcome back to another exciting 
year at Dordt College!   A special hello to all of you 
new freshman on campus this year, welcome to Dordt.  
As you settle into your respective dorms and apart-
ments it is inevitable that you will begin to discuss the 
aspects of Dordt that you appreciate, and those that you 
don’t.  As Student Symposium, our role is to voice your 
concerns or appreciation to the administration of Dordt. 
To let symposium know what you are thinking you can 
email us at symposium@dordt.edu, stop by our office 
in the campus center, or talk to an individual member.  
Alex Henderson  and Nathan Rider are the symposium 
co-chairs this year and the rest of the cast includes Al-
lison Kraayenbrink, Austin Zeller, Adam McDonald, 
Steve Olson, Cassie DeVries, Dirk Oudman, Lindsey 
Vander Ark, Lisa Smith, Ryan Van Schubert, and Sam 
Yang. 
We would love your input!
Student Symposium
Steve Olson – Executive of the Press
September 8, 2011
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Remembering 9/11
Ten years after the September 11 attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, Dordt 
students and faculty take time to remember that horrific day and those who lost their lives.
	 Liz	Van	Drunen	(Senior)
I was sitting in 6th grade English class. My teacher came 
into our classroom with a look of unbelief on her face. She 
then told us to remember where we were sitting and what 
we were doing at that very moment in time. Something 
terrible just happened that would be remembered in history 
forever.
	 Stephan	McNamara	(Sophomore)
I was in grade four at the time. Teachers started walking 
in and out of the classroom. Parents came to the school 
who had relatives in the area NYC area. I heard Chicago 
had become a target and thought of my family, but still 
didn’t fully understand what was going on.
	 Jory	Kok	(Junior)
I was in 5th grade and my teacher had our classroom TV 
on the news. There were smoking buildings on TV and
 my teacher was crying. It was awkward. The rest of the 
day I was terrified after I found out that it was a terrorist 
attack and I was super thankful when my dad came home.
	 Cassie	Holwerda	(Sophomore)
I was in 4th grade when we heard the news, I had no 
idea what was going on honestly. The biggest thing I 
remember was when our school heard, we had a minute 
of silence/prayer for those affected by the tragedy. It 
was most memorable because being in a public school 
you’re not really allowed to tie in religion, but at such a 
horrible thing, we still were able to turn to God, which 
is amazing.
	 Dr.	Charles	Veenstra	(Professor)
I was in my office that morning when my wife called and 
said that a plane hit the World Tower. I assumed it was a 
small plane and immediately went to CNN.com. Then 
the story unfolded with much horror and we stood in the 
English pod (because they have a tv set) and watched. 
I couldn’t believe that the tower would collapse, and 
then later the second one collapsed. It was only after we 
realized that those planes were full of jet fuel that caught 
fire and melted the steel that we could understand why part 
of the tower collapsed and then the weight of the 
collapsing floors was too much for the floors below to 
hold. Essentially, we were glued to the television the rest 
of the day. I know I had one class and we turned on the tv 
in that room to watch. Then we found out that Barbara 
Olsen was on the plane that hit the Pentagon, and we felt 
like we knew her because she was a brilliant, lively 
commentator on television. Truly sad.
	 Natalie	Sandbulte	(Professor)	
I was out running that morning and stopped at my 
Mom’s house at the end of my run. She had the TV on 
and we saw coverage of the towers being struck. I 
remember struggling to comprehend exactly what was 
happening and definitely down-played the event in my 
mind. It wasn’t until later that day, sitting in class at 
Northwestern College, that I began having 
conversations with others about the tragedy and began to 
see the meaning of what had happened that morning.
	 Aaron	Baart	(Dean	of	Chapel)
On 9/11 I was eating breakfast at our home in Vancouver 
before going to work at church. Our place was located 
right under the path that airplanes took, flying into the 
airport. All of a sudden their noise overhead became 
much louder than normal. I ran outside to see what was 
going on and was shocked to see every major airliner 
accompanied on both sides by roaring fighter jets. I 
quickly went back inside to turn on the news and find 
out what was going on. I immediately saw one 
smoking tower and then watched live as the second 
plane crashed into tower number two. I remember very 
clearly the odd sensation of watching images unfold 
before my eyes that had only ever been reserved for 
escapist movies and television shows. It was hard to 
“switch gears” and truly grasp what was actually 
transpiring in real time and in real life both over my head 








So, there’s this guy… 
who really, really loves this 
girl. But she abandoned 
him. So he writes her let-
ters—one letter every day 
for a year. He never gets a 
reply, so he finally gives up 
and tries to move on with 
his life. A few years later 
he sees the girl again and 
finds out she never read 
any of the letters and has 
moved on with her life as 
well.
Okay, so I obviously 
didn’t make this story up. 
All you chick-flick lovers 
probably know that I got 
this plot from The Note-
book. No worries, though. 
This column is definitely 
not going to be one of my 
movie critiques, but a con-
versation I had a few days 
ago reminded me of the 
connection between this 
and our relationship with 
God that I wanted to share 
with you.
He loves us so much. 
Not only has He shown us 
His great love by sending 
His own Son to redeem us 
from our sins and given us 
an abundance of blessings, 
but He’s written us love let-
ters, too. How many of you 
girls and guys wouldn’t 
rip open a letter from your 
“significant other” the mo-
ment you found it in the 
mailbox? Why don’t we 
set it aside for a quick ten-
minute read right before 
bed or after dinner? I know 
why—because we’re dy-
ing to read what’s inside! 
So why don’t we treat the 
Bible the same way? Let-
ters in that wonderful book 
would benefit every part of 
our lives. His love letters 
tell us how mighty God is, 
how much we need Him, 
how faithful and in control 
He is, how much He loves 
us, and how we can love 
Him in return…
Yet we hand the pack-
et of 365 letters back to 
God—unopened! Those of 
you who’ve seen The Note-
book know that Ali’s mom 
kept her from reading the 
letters, and I don’t think 
it’s too far of a stretch to 
compare her to the devil. 
How is the devil keeping 
you from reading God’s 
letters for you? Too busy? 
Too lazy? Scared of what 
you might find or be told to 
do? Don’t know where to 
start? Think you’ve heard it 
all too many times already? 
Too hard to understand? 
Here’s my challenge. 
Ask the Spirit to reveal to 
you why you don’t read 
more of God’s letters. He 
will show you, because I 
have no doubt that there’s 
nothing God wants more 
than for his bride to come 
to a true understanding of 
how much He loves you. 
Furthermore, ask God to 
give you a desire to read 
His letters and to have the 
strength to stand up against 
the devil’s schemes. 
The amazing thing is that 
God is not like Noah in The 
Notebook. He’s not going 
to give up after a year. He 
won’t give up ever. Our 
God is so faithful, and He 
will answer our sincere 
prayers. Ask Him now, and 
then go tear open one of 





Before you get too carried 
away, this article isn’t about 
marriage. But if someone asks 
you, remember, you always 
have the choice to say “no.”
All joking aside, you are in 
a unique position in a unique 
place. Dordt this…Dordt 
that… If you are new you’re 
probably trying to find your 
niche in the Dordt community, 
and if you are on your way to 
St. Elsewhere, how do you 
want to be remembered?
This isn’t just the start of 
the fall semester. Believe it or 
not, here at Dordt you’ll have 
the chance to experience life 
outside the classroom. There 
are plenty of opportunities to 
get engaged on campus in-
cluding various student inter-
est groups, clubs, and intra-
mural sport teams you can be 
a part of. Don’t be shy about 
the attention gained while you 
exercise your talents and gifts 
if you’re good at. Simply be 
good.
Whatever you choose to do 
or be a part of, don’t neglect 
spending time to enjoy life. 
After all, isn’t college sup-
posed to be our “glory days”? 
Whether your interest in-
volves academics or you have 
morphed into a social dragon-
fly and you’re ready to spread 
your wings I personally chal-
lenge you to invest time in the 
people around you, friends 
and strangers alike.
When the temperatures be-
gin to fall the people here re-
ally know how to heat it up. 
Find warmth meeting new 
people. You’ll be surprised 
to know the great people you 
meet by the end of the year.
Get involved, stay in-
volved. Don’t be too cool and 
miss out on all the enjoyment 
that this place has to offer.
I personally wish you all 
good luck throughout this se-
mester. Ace those tests, share 
your gifts and talents with 
others. When times get tough, 
don’t be afraid to put the team 
on your back. 
Don’t hesitate to take that 
step and get engaged. No re-
ally it’s that time of the year. 
Throughout this semester, it’s 
all about bringing your best, 
and bringing it often. Be hum-
ble and always say, “please 




Is modern America the 
same place that our grand-
parents risked their lives 
to live in? America was 
a land of hope, freedom, 
and wealth. Is that true to-
day? In the past ten years, 
we have seen the true col-
ors of America begin to 
bleed out of its infrastruc-
ture. The difference is not 
only within the politics, but 
within its citizens as well. 
It seems that in the past 
50 years American people 
have lost their courage as 
well as their ability to stand 
up. The American people 
have stood silently by and 
watched America fall into 
turmoil. Even to this day 
the younger generation, 
our generation, stands by 
and does not stand up for 
what is right. Why is this? 
We sit in classes and com-
plain about the government. 
We sit and argue over what 
needs to change but the mo-
ment we leave the room we 
could care less. We yell at 
politicians when they are 
speaking on TV or the ra-
dio, and yet we never make 
our voices known publicly. 
What is it that we are fear-
ful of? It’s our generation 
that is the future! We are the 
ones that are going to either 
fix our country or aid in the 
process of letting it rot from 
the inside out.
 I titled this “My 
Grandfathers Country” be-
cause like many of us at 
Dordt, my grandparents 
immigrated to the states in 
hopes of a better life. They 
sacrificed everything in or-
der to have a chance to set 
foot in America. America 
used to be the light that 
stood in the dark. Nations 
used to look to America in 
awe, and now nations look 
at us with either laughter 
or anger. What happened? 
How can we sit here in si-
lence? I have heard it said 
numerous times by students 
around Dordt, “What can I 
really do? I am just one lit-
tle voice.” Well, that’s not 
a bad thing! It’s that one 
voice that starts the spark. 
Yes, it is true that one voice 
may not be heard at first, 
but when you speak oth-
ers will join. Soon you may 
have millions chanting the 
same thing. Do you want to 
tell your kids that you sim-
ply stood by and did nothing 
when you had the chance to 
bring change? Would your 
grandfather sacrifice every-





How do you know when 
you’re a senior? Is it when you 
find all your classrooms on the 
first try? Is it when you look 
at the incoming freshman and 
remark to your roommate, “I 
swear they get smaller every 
year”? Or is it when profes-
sors and administration finally 
treat you with the respect and 
admiration you undoubtedly 
deserve? Yeah, right.
 For me, the sudden re-
alization that I am, in fact, in 
my last year has had very little 
effect on my actual actions. I 
still had trouble finding  CL 
1305 on my first day (why do 
the numbers go up that high?), 
half the freshman I’ve met are 
pushing almost a foot height 
advantage on me, and a certain 
professor has taken to calling 
me “Mr. Quibbles” instead of 
my actual name.
 Maybe “senior” is 
nothing more than just a title. 
The only thing that actually 
feels different is a sudden ap-
preciation for the little lessons 
I’ve learned over the course 
of three years. I shall begin to 
dispense these now, for your 
enjoyment and education.
Piece of crap Advice #1: It’s 
never too late to meet someone 
new. 
No, this is not dating ad-
vice. Believe me, asking me 
for dating advice is equivalent 
to asking for Genghis Khan’s 
thoughts on pacifism. In all 
seriousness, though, if you 
are reading this, I want you 
to make it your goal to meet 
someone new today. Anyone, 
really, it could be that one guy 
who’s wearing the jersey of 
your favorite sports team, or 
that one cute girl who looks 
like a certain celebrity and you 
should definitely tell her that 
because she’s probably never 
heard it before and will go 
out with you just because you 
mentioned it. The point is, the 
person you never thought you 
would talk to today could be-
come the person you can’t live 
without tomorrow.
Piece of crap Advice #2: 
Look through the couch cush-
ions every once and a while.
This isn’t an Ancient Chi-
nese proverb with some sort 
of hidden meaning. I’m being 
serious here. I just found some 
Doritos and 75 cents. Or as I 
call it, tomorrow’s breakfast 
and some laundry money. 




Do you ever wonder what an 
athlete is thinking, or if they are 
thinking at all? Is there more to 
them then their skill out on the 
field? We’ll see.
What is your full name?
Matthew Tyler Postmus
Where are you from?
Kalamazoo, Michigan
What sport do you play and 
why?
 “Football. Because it’s the 
best sport that God made. It’s 
a man maker.”
How long have you played?
“I have been playing since 
3rd grade.”
What position are you?
Linebacker
What is your motivation?
“I want to do well for my 
teammates, mostly, and do 
well for himself. I guess…I 
want to win, too. Also, I al-
ways wanted to try to decleat 
someone.”
Who is your biggest inspira-
tion?
“Umm..Jesus. And my 
old football coach from high 
school. Or David, from the 
Bible. I feel like I’m throwing 
pebbles to take down the gi-
ants, cuz I’m smaller and go-
ing up against bigger guys.
Have you ever tackled a 
girl?
“Tackled a girl? No. 
Why?”
If you were a crayon what 
color would you be?
“A Crayon? Hmmm…
clear. I like being unique. It’s 
like invisible ink. You have to 
have a certain kind of light to 
read it. They’re only in the 
big packs of crayons.”
Do you make your bed in the 
morning?
“No, never. I just leave it. I 
don’t see the point.”
Are you currently single?
“Uh…no comment.”
What animal do you best re-
late to?
“A cheetah. It’s my favor-
ite animal. I was in Africa on 
a safari and I got to pet one 
actually. We were friends; 
they are friendly animals. 
Some guy shot a gun and I 
tried to race after it. But, it 
was just a little faster than 
me.”
Do you have any hidden tal-
ents?
“I can burp whenever I 
want. I can juggle. And I can 
do a rubix cube, pretty slow-
ly. And I am good at Settlers, 
because I always beat Joe 
Venhuizen.”
What’s your favorite board 
game?
Settlers or Monopoly (The 
Office edition)
Do you ever sing in the 
shower?
“Yup. When I’m in a good 
mood. Sometimes I rap, 
free style. I sing some girly 
songs sometimes. I do have a 
good range. I do more Miley 
Cirus.”
What is your biggest pet 
peeve?
“What…with girls? Un-
shaved legs. Oh, and I always 
need a fan while falling asleep 
because I hear every little 
noise. I’m like a mouse.”
What’s your favorite Disney 
movie?
I like Aladdin. I like to sing 
along-it’s a good duet, “A 
Whole New World.”
If you could be a noodle, 
what kind would you be and 
why?
I would be a noodle that 
you hit people in the pool 
with. Because you don’t get 
eaten. You can stay alive for 
awhile, you know? Don’t you 
think?”
Do you know any good 
“knock, knock” jokes?
“I don’t like those types 
of jokes. They’re too simple. 
I have a very sophisticated 
sense of humor.”
Whose your favorite charac-
ter on the office?
“Oh that’s..Dwight Shroot, 
but I like Michael a lot too. 
Dwight and Michael togeth-
er.”
Disclaimer: During the time 
of the interview, Matt was suf-
fering the effects of a recent 
concussion. This may or may 
not have played a role in the 
creativity of the answers given.
Highlights on Goalies 
Jordan Harmelink
Staff Writer
With all the sports here 
on campus there is one po-
sition that is often over-
looked: Goalies. However, 
it’s not as easy as it sounds 
for these stationary sentries. 
Brian Verwolf, a senior 
education major from Grand 
Rapids, MI, is the starting 
goalie for the Dordt men’s 
soccer team. 
“I love playing goalie 
because I cannot run for 
90 minutes. I am terrible at 
dribbling the ball with my 
feet, I can’t pass in a con-
trolled manner and I can’t 
shoot the ball to save my 
life,” Verwolf said. “But I 
still get to participate in the 
world’s best sport.”
Katie Kortman, a sopho-
more education major from 
Grandville, MI, is the start-
ing goalie for the girl’s soc-
cer team. 
“There is more pres-
sure on a goalie. If that if 
a goalie makes a mistake it 
will most likely result in a 
goal, whereas if a mistake is 
made our offensive third, it 
is less likely to have such a 
harsh direct response,” said 
Kortman. “But soccer is all 
about teamwork, and in or-
der to succeed, each posi-
tion is equally responsible 
to do their job.”
A senior agriculture-
business major from Sur-
rey, BC, Nico Vankeulen 
straps on the skates and sits 
between the pipes for the 
Blades hockey team during 
the winter season.  
“I love making the big 
save that can decide the 
game,” Vankeulen said. 
And then there is Jordan 
Yntema. A junior engineer-
ing major from Enderby, 
BC, who plays goalie for the 
Dordt College Sowers la-
crosse team. Yntema joined 
the lacrosse club with expe-
rience between the pipes in 
other sports. 
“I have played soccer and 
a little road hockey goalie 
so I have a bit of experience 
which is probably why la-
crosse seemed to work for 
me,” said Yntema. 
Every athlete gets nerves 
before and during a game. 
The same is true for goalies. 
“Hardest part of playing 
goalie is the nerves before 
you face the first shot,” Yn-
tema said. “Getting out of 
a slump after several mis-
takes is difficult too.”
Verwolf reflects on the 
most difficult part of play-
ing goalie. 
“Goal-keeping isn’t a po-
sition that includes a lot of 
running, it (sometimes) be-
comes difficult to remain 
physically engaged which, 
in turn, can affect the men-
tal side of the game,” Ver-
wolf said. “A way to avoid 
this is to stay in constant 
communication with your 
teammates and continuous-
ly direct the movement of 
each player.”
So why would anyone 
want to sit in front of the 
net and get hit with a ball 
or puck?
“When I make a save 
that prevents the other team 
from tying the game or one 
that allows them to take the 
lead it is so worth it,” Yn-
tema said. “There is nothing 
like hearing about how well 
we played after a game.”
Kortman loves the thrill 
of success. 
“I love making saves. It’s 
the definition of feeling vic-
torious,” Kortman said. 
So who has the most dif-
ficult job?
“I think that Nico has the 
toughest job because he has 
way more fans to block out 
as hockey is watched way 
more than lacrosse,” Ynte-
ma said. 
“I think Brian has a tough 
job too because the net is so 
large,” Vankuelen said. 
Kortman offers her in-
sight on how to mentally 
prepare for a game.
“I focus on what I need 
to do and pray for my team 
and myself to play for the 
glory of God,” she said.
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New coach, new players, same game
Justin Pastoor
Staff Writer
The fall semester for the 
2011-2012 school year has 
started, and that means that for a 
few weeks already, gyms every-
where are filled with nets, knee 
pads, and to the delight of the 
male population, spandex. 
Defender volleyball, in ses-
sion since August 12, is differ-
ent this year starting from the 
top with Chad Hanson taking 
the reins as head coach this year. 
Coach Hanson was an assistant 
coach at the University of Geor-
gia for the last 4 years. 
 Coach Hanson familiarized 
himself with the Dordt program 
while he was an assistant coach 
at the University of Iowa. 
“High school athletes from 
the Northwest Iowa area sur-
faced during our recruiting,” 
said Hanson. “I would talk with 
their high school coaches would 
tell me their talented athlete 
would most likely be attending 
Dordt.”  
Besides the Universities of 
Georgia and Iowa, Hanson has 
also held assistant coaching po-
sitions at Idaho and Washington 
State Universities. 
With five seniors and juniors, 
Dordt’s 2011 team has the age 
and leadership needed to make 
a solid presence in the GPAC. 
Junior Danae Geels was an All-
GPAC honoree last year as a 
middle hitter with .291 kill ef-
ficiency averaging 2.52 kills per 
set. Hanson also looks to senior 
Jessica De Stigter and juniors 
Jana Van Zanten and Loy Griess 
for leadership and impact play. 
The freshman class includes 
11 new players led by setter 
Kayla Gesink and outside hitter 
Katelyn Schuller, both who are 
expected to see significant play-
ing time. 
In pre-season polls by the 
GPAC coaches, Dordt was se-
lected to finish third. Coaches 
agree that Every team in the 
GPAC offers excellent competi-
tion this year. 
“There is a lot of parity this 
year within the conference, and 
no match will be taken lightly,” 
said Hanson. 
The team started off competi-
tive play the last week of August 
with the Red Raider Classic held 
at Northwestern College in Or-
ange City. Dordt played four 
games and split 2-2, earning 
victories over Mid-American 
Nazarene and Baker 3-1 each. 
They fell to Olivet Nazarene and 
Jamestown, both 1-3.  
With the help of a tremen-
dous coaching staff, Hanson’s 
group will continue to grow both 
on the field as athletes and off 




It’s that time of the year again 
when the leaves turn brown and 
fall athletics begin.  Along with 
the start of the football season, 
fantasy football makes its return. 
But what exactly is fantasy 
football?
For those of you who are not 
familiar with fantasy football, 
here are a few of the general 
rules along with a short, con-
densed scoring system.
 Fantasy football is essential-
ly a virtual competition. Most 
fantasy leagues are done through 
Yahoo Sports but many leagues 
are done on ESPN and even 
through Facebook. The purpose 
of these leagues is to first draft 
a team with some of the best 
offensive players in the NFL. 
Running backs, wide receiv-
ers, quarterbacks and tight ends 
are the biggest point gainers for 
teams. A good defense can con-
tribute to your fantasy team as 
well.   If your group of player’s 
tallies more points than the team 
you’re playing, you win. 
This is the standard scoring 
system for fantasy football:
10 yards rushing= 1 point
10 yards receiving= 1 point
25 yards passing= 1 point
Touchdown= 6 points
Example-Adrian Peterson 
runs for 120 yards and two 
touchdowns. 
12 points for the 120 yards 
rushing + 12 points for the two 
touchdowns=24 points from 
Adrian Peterson alone. 
Defense can contribute to 
your fantasy team as well with 
sacks, interceptions, touch-
downs and kick/punt return 
yards with the scoring system 
varying. 
Though many teams have 
been drafted, for those of you 
who have yet to draft, here are 
the writer’s Top 10 fantasy play-
ers for the 2011 season. 
1. Arian Foster-RB-Texans-
Can’t ignore what he did last 
year, and all signs look towards 
a repeat year if healthy. 
2. Adrian Peterson-RB-Vi-
kings-One of the most consistent 
players in fantasy football the 
last few years. 
3. Ray Rice-RB-Ravens-
Great runner and able to catch 
the ball out of the backfield. 
4. Jamaal Charles-RB-
Chiefs-led the league last year in 
yards per carry. Scary schedule 
in November and December fac-
ing some of the league’s top run 
defenses (Jets, Steelers, Packers)
5. Chris Johnson-RB-Titans-
Arguably the fastest player in the 
NFL. Had yet to renew his con-
tract by press deadline but he is 
a guy that can show up the night 
before a game and be successful.
6. Rashard Mendenhall-RB-
Steelers-Chalked up over 1,000 
yards even behind an inconsis-
tent Pittsburgh offensive line. 
Now with a healthy and im-
proved line, Mendenhall could 
have a breakout year. 
7. Andre Johnson-WR-Tex-
ans-Without question the best 
wide out in the league; only re-
ceiver worthy of first round con-
sideration. 
8. Aaron Rodgers-QB-Packers-
Rodgers broke free from Brett 
Favre’s shadow last year with 
an impressive regular and post-
season in leading his team to a 
Super Bowl title. 
9. Michael Turner-RB-Falcons-
Falcons running back sure to 
rack up the fantasy points in this 
high scoring offense. 
10. LeSean McCoy-RB-Eagles-
Often overshadowed by Mi-
chael Vick. Put up impressive 
fantasy points last year. Should 
see more touches this year as 
teams will key in on Vick. 
Hannah DeVries
Staff Writer
Picnic in the Campus Center
A change has taken place 
within Dordt’s Campus. Have 
you noticed? That usually bland 
and uneventful walk through the 
Campus Center has been trans-
formed into the very picture of 
a summer afternoon under the 
sun. Several pictures, in fact. 
The designs are the work 
of Steve Frykholm, an artist 
who has been designing silk 
screen prints for National De-
sign Award-winning furniture 
company Herman Miller for 
more than 40 years. Since 1970 
his designs have been commis-
sioned by the company to cel-
ebrate Herman Miller’s annual 
employee summer picnic.
The artist himself has been 
awarded a prestigious medal 
from AIGA, the professional 
association for design, and his 
original works have been on dis-
play in places such as the Muse-
um of Modern Art in New York, 
the Cooper-Hewitt National De-
sign Museum, the Smithsonian, 
and the Danish Museum of Art 
and Design in Copenhagen. 
“We wanted to have a di-
verse display,” said Professor 
of Art David Versluis. “I have 
met Steve off and on over the 
years. I knew the posters were 
well known and I wanted quality 
work here. It is important to for 
all students to appreciate design 
from a graphic perspective.”
At first glance the art reveals 
a jumble of brightly colored 
pieces set within a frame. But 
like a puzzle the pieces all come 
together. While Frykholm uses 
minimal detail in his work, each 
piece is made of bright colors 
that speak for themselves and re-
flect what they depict: ruby straw-
berries in an emerald salad, soft 
sweet yellow of lemonade, and the 
bright orange of corn on the cob.
“The design has to be drawn 
by hand,” said Versluis. “The 
ideas for the designs come from 
Frykholm’s own creative and 
personal ideas.”
“We show challenging work 
that pushes what one’s view of 
art is. It’s an interesting display 
of art elements.” 
Challenging art is an impor-
tant part of the concept of dis-
playing art in the Campus Cen-
ter, as students from all majors, 
not just art and design, will be 
seeing it on a regular basis.
The large, bold elements in 
each work of art is a characteris-
tic of Frykholm’s work as well, 
reflecting the time period in 
which he began his work. “His 
early art is influenced by the pop 
art genre…” Versluis said. “As 
he progressed throughout the 
years his design becomes more 
refined, more detailed.”
The artwork itself was 
collected by the Roger and 
Jeanne Knop family from Mus-
kegon, MI before being set on 
display here at Dordt. “Framing 
the work was part of the deal,” 
said Versluis, and it is a novelty 
that so many appear in one col-
laborative display.
Frykholm’s work will be on 
display in the Campus Center 
until October 2. Following the 
summer picnic show will be 
the “Charis Show” from Whea-
ton College, a taste of works 
from both Indonesian and North 
American artists. 
Photo by Aanna Stadem 
Photo by Ellie Dykstra
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What if Dave DeWitt graduated? What if he could no longer 
write hilarious articles for the Diamond regaling us with the “Keys 
to Fake Success” or “Hollywood vs. History” battles royal? What if 
some slacker nobody from Southern California who probably can’t 
even spell newspapir showed up to take his place? O wait . . . what 
if all this was true?
Well it is, so you can stop crying and tearing your newspaper 
into tiny shreds out of disappointment and anger. Besides, Pizza 
Ranch won’t take a shredded coupon and we all know that’s the 
real reason you grabbed this newspaper anyway. So do yourself, 
and your country, a big favor and sit down and learn something - 
whether its true or not is beside the point. 
The way I see it (and since I’m a columnist now the “way I see 
it” is really the only way that matters) there are two possibilities that 
could come from the Diamond’s attempt to replace the stud that is 
Dave DeWitt. 
What if everybody hates this? All anyone asks is “Why couldn’t 
Dave keep writing?” and “Why did Dave have to graduate and start 
living his life?” 
The disappointment is so severe that all other Diamond articles, 
regardless of literary excellence, are simply ignored. Pizza Ranch, 
tired of disappointed and angry Dordt students coming into their 
restaurant with $5 buffets, decides to pull their coupon from 
circulation. 
This, of course, leads to absolutely no one reading the Diamond 
and the eventual deletion of it from all things Dordt related. All 
writers are pulled off scholarship and are no longer able to attend 
Dordt. 
With all the writers gone, Dordt is no longer named a “top 30 
college.” Without the prestige of being a ridiculously awesome 
institution, the size of Dordt’s freshmen class continues to drop until 
there is no longer any way to keep Dordt’s doors open. The college 
closes and everyone employed becomes jobless. I hope you’re 
happy with yourself.
The second is this: everyone decides to forget about Dave and 
accept my column as the best thing since sliced bread. The literary 
credibility of the Diamond skyrockets and America’s top writing 
minds flock to attend Dordt. Over the next few years, Dordt 
students win 17 Pulitzers, 6 Nobel prizes, and a Grammy. Dordt is 
named “the best college in the history of ever” and all are happy. 
The choice seems easy to me. 
Feature Photo
This photo was taken by Aanna Stadem at the slip n' slide behind the BJHaan. This all-campus event made 
the perfect conclusion to a great week of orientation. Students of all years enjoyed the three slip n' slide 
tarps, dunk tank, sno-cones, and water balloon launcher. This photo captures the business of the night in a 
simple reflection of people standing in line for their turn at conquering the slide of splashing soapy demise.
Along the walls of the 
classroom building, a plethora of 
large and cleverly eye-catching 
posters hang.
Verlsuis takes great interest 
and concern with providing his 
graphic design students, as well 
as the whole student body, with 
inspiring and professional work.
“It allows students to 
see current work done by 
professionals and creates an 
educational environment of 
quality work,” Professor David 
Versluis promptly responded 
when questioned of the benefits 
from the current art show in the 
classroom building. 
Through his careful 
preparation, Versluis keeps Dordt 
fairly active and involved within 
the AIGA through conventions, 
guest speakers, or shows 
displayed. The current show is no 
exception.
These posters are the 12 
finalists of the Bookit!Bookmark 
& Cover Design Competition 
sponsored by AIGA club 
(American Institute of Graphic 
Arts), a club dedicated to 
bringing professionals, teachers, 
and students together under the 
common passion of contemporary 
and relevant design. 
The Bookmark & Cover 
Design Competition allowed 
any of the 22,000+ members 
of the AIGA to choose from 19 
book titles and create their own 
bookmark and cover. The opening 
reception was held in Omaha—
AIGA’s central location—where 
the winning artists sold their 
bookmarks. The proceeds were 
used to financially support the 
AIGA. 
One of the main draws to 
this show at Dordt was the 
act of “combining classical 
literature within the context of 
contemporary graphic design,” 
Versluis said. 
Art majors won’t be the only 
people attracted to the graphically 
inspiring pieces, but the whole 
student body will be drawn to the 
familiar titles of classic literature. 
Versluis has high hopes of the 
possibility of students delving 
into educational reading outside 
of the classroom. 
Whether you’re aesthetically 
inspired or simply enjoy 
reminiscing of past books read, 
the walls of the classroom 
building are graced, as Versluis 
would say; “with the celebrat[ion] 
of graphic communication.” 
Aanna Stadem
Staffe Writer 
Photo by Aanna Stadem
What if...
A humorous look at the many “what 
ifs” throughout history
By Alex Updike
Classic literature meets modern design
